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In Parliament aſſembled, 


- 


24. 


| Concerning His M a1 t $ TIES 


; ſeyerall Meſſages about the 
<£ |  {FERL#s 7 * 


c Jovis 5. Maii. 1642. | 
2 Ordered by the Lords and Commons aſſembled | 
in Parliament, that this Declaration ſhall be | 


forthwith printed and publiſhed. ; 
1 Jo. Browne Cleric. | 
Parhamentorum. C 


| LONDON, 
k / Printed for Fobn Wright. 1642. 
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Die Iovis 5. Mai: 1642. 


TR. He Lords and” Commons hol- 
WL ding it neceſſary for the peace 

T0 LEE and lafety of this Kingdome to 
SA E538. ({cttle the Militia thereof, did 
"= for that purpoſe: prepare an 
Ordinance of Parliament,and withall humi- 
lity did preſent the ſame to His Majeſty for 
His Royall aſſent, Who notwithſtanding the 
faithfull advice of His Parliament, and the 
ſeverall reaſons offered by them of the ne- 
ceſſity thereof,tor the ſecuring of His Maje- 
ſties Perſon, and the peace and ſafety of his 
people, didrefuſe to give His conſent ,- and 
thereupon they were necefficated , in dil- 
charge of the truſt repoſed-in them as the 
repreſentative body of the Kingdome, 'to 
make an Ordinance by authority of. both 
Houſes, to ſetle the Militia,warranted there- 
unto by the fandamentall Laws of the Land. 
His Majeſty taking notice thereof,. did by 
: A 2 ſeverall 


ſeverall Meſſages invite them to ſettle the 
ſame by AQ of Parliament, affirming in His 
Majcſties meſſage ſent m anſwer to the 
Petition of both Houſes preſented to his 
Majeſty at Torke, March 26. That he alwaies 
thought it neceſſary the ſame ſhould be fet- 
led,and that he never denied the thing, only 
denied the way; & for the matter of it, took 
exceptions onely to the preface, as a thing 
not handing with His honour to conſent to, 
and that Himfelfe was exchaded tn the exe- 
cution,and for a ttme unlimited: Whereupon 
the Lords and Commons being defirous to 


give His Majeſty all Gatisfattion that: gvwght . 


be, even to the caſt tiecle of forme, and cir- 
cumſtance ; and when His Majeſty was plea- 
ſed to offer them a Bull ready drawne,did for 
no ather cauſe then to manifeſt their hearty 
aftetion to comply with His Majeſtres de- 
fires and obtaine © conſent, entertaine the 
fame ;and in the meane time _no way decli- 
ning their Ordinance, and1o expeetic their 
earneſt xceake to corefpond with His Maje- 
ſties defire ('m all things that might conkiſt 
with the peaccand kafety of the Kingdome, 
amd the truſteepoſed in them) did paſſe thay 
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Bill, and therein. omitted the preamble in. 
ferted before the Ordinance, limitted the 
timetolefle then two yeeres, and confined 
the authority of the Licutenants to theſe 
three particulars, namely Rebellion, Inſur- 
rection, and forraine Invaſton, and returned 
the (ame to His Majeſty for His royall affent. 
But all theſe expreſſions of affetion and 
loyalty, all thoſe deficesand earneſt endea- 
vours to-comply with His Majeſty, hath (to 
their great griefe and ſorrow ) produced no 
bettcreffe& then an abſolute denyall, even 
of that which His Majeſty by His former 
Meſhages, as we conceive, had Promiſed; the 
advice of evil] and wicked Counſels, recet- 
ving ſtill more credit with Him, then that of 
His great Counfell of Parliament,in a matter 
of ſo high mmportance, that the ſafety of His 
Kingdome, and the peace of his people de- 
pends upon it. But now what mult be the 
exceptionstothis Bill ? not any ſure, that 
wasto the Ordinance ; for a care was taken 
to give fatisfaQion in all thele particulars, 
Then the exception was becauſe that the 
diſpoſing and exccution thereof was ref. r- 
xd to both Houſes of Parliament, and His 


Majeſly 


Majeſty: excluded: and now that by the 
Bill ;- the. power and execution is aſſer- 
tained,,”.and .reduced to ;particulars and 
the 'law. of the Realme made the rule there- 
of, his Majeſtie will not truſt the perſons. 
The power istoo great,too unlimited to truſt 
them with. But what is that power ? Is it any 
other, but in expreſſe terms to ſuppreſſe Re- 
bellion, Inſurre&ion,and forraigne invaſion? 
And who are thoſe perſons? are they not 
{uch as were nominated by the great Counſel 
ofthe Kingdome, and aflented to by his Ma- 
jelty: And 1s it too great a power to truſt 
thole perſons with the ſuppreſſion of Rebel- 
lon, -Infurreion, and forratgne Invaſion? 
{urely the moſt wicked of them that adviſed 
his Majeſty to this Anſwer cannot {uggeſt, 
but that iris neceſfary for the ſafety of his 
Majefiies Royall Perſon and the peace of the 
Kingdome, ſuch a- power ſhould be put in 
{ome hands. And there js no pratence of ex- 
ception to the ;perſone. His Majeſty for the 
ſpace . of above fifteene yeares. together, 
thought not a power farre exceeding this to 
bee too: great to;intruſt particular perſons 
. with, to whoſe will the Lives 'and Liberties 
of 
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of his people by Martiall Lawes were made 
ſubje&,for ſuch was the power given to Lord 
Lievtenants, and Deputy Lievtenants in c- 
very County of this Kingdome,. and that 
without the conſent of his people, or autho- 
rity of Law. But now in cale of extreame ne- 
ceſſity, upon the advice of both Houlcs of 
Parliament for no longer ſpace then two 
yeares , a leſſer power, and that for the 
ſafety of King and people, isthought too 
great to truſt particular perſons with, though 
named by both Houſes of Parliament, and 
approved of by his Majeſty himſclfe.. And 
furely if there be a neceſlity to ſettle the M;- 
litia (which his Majeſty was pleaſcd to con- 
fefſe) the perſons cannot be intruſted with 
leſſe power then thisto have it all cfte&uall. 
And the Preſidents; of .former Ages. when 
there hapned a neceſſity torail ſuch a power, 
never ſtraightned that power to a narrower 
compaſle, winefle the Commiſſions of Array 
in ſeverall Kings raignes, and often ifſucd 
out by the conſent and authority of Parlia- 
ment. The Lords and Comons therefore in- 
crafted with the lafety of the Kingdome, and 
peace of tie people, {which they call God 

to 


to witneſſe is their only aime) finding them- 
ſelves denied theſe their ſo neceſfary,and juſt 
demands, and that they can never be diſchar- 
ged before God or Man if they ſhould ſuffer 
the ſafety of the Kingdome and peace of the 
people to be expoſed to the malice of the 
malignant party at home, or the fury ofenc- 
mics from abroad. And knowing no other 
way to encounter the imminent & approch- 
ing danger, bnt b gy people mtoa 
fit poſture of defence, doe reſolve to put 
their ſaid Ordinance in preſent execution, and 
doe require all perſons -in anthorityby yer- 
foe ofthe {aid Ordinance forthwith to.pat the 
fame in execution, andall others ro ne”; ir, 
according to the fundamentall lawes of the 
Kingdome in ſuch caſes, as they tender the 
upholding of the true Proteſtant Religion, 
the ſafety of his Majeſtics perſon, and his 
Royall Pofterity,the peace of the Kingdom, 
and the being of vhis Common-wealth. 
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